The Coming Civilization
private producer. Moreover, in a civilization where
land was no longer privately owned, there would
be none of those overhead rent-charges which at
present burden all forms of industry, and which
inevitably raise the price which the consumer has
to pay.
But the great difference, as we have seen, between
the two orders of civilization is that in a classless
order of society there is no longer a class which
possesses wealth without having worked for it.
Except for the very young and very old and those
incapacitated from work, everyone becomes a
worker and can only receive money in return for
services performed. There is, therefore, no longer
an owner class and a class which exists to minister
to the owners. All arc on the same footing. If some
receive more and some less, it is because of the value
of the work they do, and the difference in their
position is therefore a difference of individual merit
and not of class prestige.
We are not considering at the moment whether
this is a better or a worse order of civilization than
that with which we are familiar. All that is necessary
for our immediate purpose is to realize that the
change would not be merely economic: it would be
social, and would therefore affect our lives personally-
Most people when they consider a classless
society immediately think of it as a class society in
which the lower class have become the rulers.
There is no excuse for that mistake: although, as
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